City of Montello

Public Works Meeting

2/14/2019
Called To Order by Ken Streich at 7:00pm   

Members Present: Joanna Jackman, Karlene Utke, Ken Streich, Marilyn Merrill, Barb Barton

Members Absent: none
Others Present: Mike Kohnke, Paul Ninnemann, Fred Logemann
Motion by Utke/Merrill to approve comp time & monthly reports. Utke did not have total comp time on her report: concluded printer error as others’ had it. Motion carried.
Old Business
1) 2019 Underwood Ave, West Montello Street road construction update: 
· Kohnke gave update on bids, estimates, and paperwork. DOT will have informational meeting: date is not set yet. 
2) Discussion with possible action on Late Fees on sewer and water bills: 
· Discussion on current shut off process, payment plans & PSC codes. 
· Discussion on shutting water off & having water off in homes

· Motion by Jackman/Barton to send the following to License & Ordinance: If a payment plan is defaulted on and water is disconnected customer must pay 50% of balance owed plus reconnect fee, and set up a reasonable payment plan for remainder of balance in order to be reconnected.

· Some discussion on avoiding shut offs and payment plans.

· Motion carried. 

New Business:
1) Snow and Ice removal
· Discussion on snow in green space near businesses not in downtown district. Some owners have requested snow in green space be removed by Public Works Department. Committee states Montello Public Works will not remove snow in green space. 

· Some discussion on plowing and responsibility of City, County & property owners. Kohnke stated City has good working relationship with County.
2) Discussion with possible action on Purchase of computer for Daily Operations Manager
· Had PW Director’s old computer – is no longer working.

· Discussion on quote from RA Tech for new computer tower, will keep current keyboard, mouse and screen. 

· Mayor has old computer that he is willing to donate. Jackman willing to give back chromebook.

· Will try mayor’s computer and have RA Tech come in to set up.
3) Review with possible action on Public Works truck bids

· Will bring back next month – bids due 2-15-19, not all received as of yet.

· Discussion on current truck worth and condition. Streich feels best to get vehicles on a rotation.

· Discussion on Park Board interest in current truck – PW would take payments from Parks if they are interested.
4) Discussion with possible action on New Electrical Inspection requirements
· Discussion on change to State law about commercial electrical inspection requirements.
· Kohnke recommended continuing with General Engineering (GEC) to do all commercial electrical inspections per State statutes.

· Utke feels State is better option because of cost.

· Discussion on cost – Cost to City does not change, currently city receives percentage of fees. Discussion on fees and process – all permits start at the city & would remain that way if we choose to go with the State rather than GEC. Working relationship with GEC very good, would like to keep the stability.

· Motion by Merrill/Jackman to accept recommendation from Kohnke to continue to allow GEC to serve the City of Montello by performing commercial electrical inspections. Motion carried.
Other: Streich asked Kohnke about update on postal boxes: Kohnke hasn’t been able to talk with post master about it. 


Utke asked about $6400.00 paid to Martel out of Sewer: Kohnke explained it is chemicals for sewer treatment.


Utke asked about water telecom: Kohnke explained water tower work


Utke was not satisfied with the publication of the ordinance for the wheel tax: publication stated to fund road maintenance and transportation expenses. Kohnke explained that included signage and other expenses included in specifically in road maintenance: which came from state statutes. Utke asked what makes it different than transportation aid from state – can be used for wages and vehicles, wheel tax can only be used for road work and related expenses for city streets. Jackman stated ordinance was read at council before being published, Utke claimed she did not understand this when it was read at the Council meeting. 
Citizen Comments: None
Next Regular Meeting: 03/14/2019
Motion by Utke/Merrill to adjourn. Motion carried at 8:05pm.
Minutes by Marie Puterbaugh
