City of Montello

Public Works Meeting

3/8/2023
6:30 P.M.

Called to order by Ken Streich at 6:30 pm   
Members present: Brian Schrimpf, Ron Knutson, Ken Streich
Members absent: 

Others present: Mike Kohnke, Mayor Jim Houdek, Trudy Knutson
Motion by Knutson/Schrimpf to approve comp time and monthly reports. Motion carried.
Old Business
1) Discussion with possible action on skid loader snow blower purchase
· Current skid loader snow blower is able to be repaired by welding. Going forward with repair and will keep looking into new options for future.
2) Discussion with possible action on WWTP blower and VFD upgrading
· Blowers are getting worse and sewer plant is having issues creating enough oxygen. Both blowers are running at 100% when only 1 blower should be running at a time. Strand is getting information on new blower & Kohnke will get that information to committee soon.
New Business:
1) Discussion with possible action on Green warning lights on trucks
· Green lights on vehicles are designated for municipal vehicles. Discussed DOT enforcement issues because there have already been private individuals with them on their vehicles.
· Discussed cost of replacing lights which will be around $70 per light.
· Will use existing yellow lights to add to side lighting on loader and main plow truck

· Motion by Schrimpf/Knutson to purchase rear and top green lights for main city snowplow and rear of front-end loader. Motion carried.
2) Discussion with possible action on new and upcoming training

· Streich discussed possible training opportunities and having employee certificates displayed for public view. Streich feels that it is a good way to show all the training and state certifications the employees hold in order to operate. 
3) Discussion on the use of seat belts while in city vehicles

· Reminder for all city employees to wear seat belts in city vehicles.
4) Discussion with possible action on deteriorating portion of Park Street in front of court house and Montello Street in downtown

· Discussed condition of road – will have to discuss with county, Kohnke will see about getting on county highway committee agenda. Some discussion of jurisdiction lines, what the city can and can’t do on county and state roads, and state road maintenance aid between city, county, and state roads.
5) Discussion on possible solar farm constructed in City Landfill

· Discussed possibility of having solar panels at landfill. 

· Discussed ordinances and regulations.

· Discussed land for sale: all paperwork is in, will be on surplus soon.
Citizen Comments: Discussion on duplex on Locust Ln in town of Montello on city limit line. 

· Discussion on hydrodam and the money its generating.
· Discussion on solar panels and electric vehicles and charging stations.
Next Regular Meeting: 4/12/2023
Motion to adjourn by Knutson/Schrimpf. Motion carried at 7:00 pm
Minutes by Marie Puterbaugh

