City of Montello

Public Works Meeting

4/12/2023
6:30 P.M.

Called to order by Ken Streich at 6:30 pm   
Members present: Brian Schrimpf, Ron Knutson, Ken Streich
Members absent: 

Others present: Mike Kohnke, Mayor Jim Houdek

Motion by Schrimpf/Knutson to approve comp time & monthly reports. Motion carried. 
Old Business
1) Discussion with possible action on skid loader snow blower purchase
· Still waiting on some final numbers, will bring all options back to committee.
2) Discussion with possible action on WWTP blower and VFD upgrading.
· Waiting on numbers from 2 different companies. Discussed blower operations, and long term savings and efficiency.
3) Discussion with possible action on new and upcoming training

· Discussed Public Works course and options to take only relevant classes or full course, director would benefit from full course, other employees may only want to take certain classes. Discussed cost and training budget. Committee will put money in budget for training.
4) Discussion with possible action on deteriorating portion of Park Street in front of court house and Montello Street in downtown

· County has stated they will continue to patch as these roads are not on the schedule for a few years
5) Discussion on possible solar farm constructed in City Landfill

· Discussed county ordinances and PSC regulations and control. Will continue to look for more information.
· Some discussion on hydro dam.

· Some discussion on landfill property – per state law the decision to sell property must go through Plan Commission Committee before listing.
New Business:
1) Discussion with possible action on Tornado Siren upgrade by 2nd St location
· This location is last siren in city still run on telephone line & is failing. Discussed quote for new siren and money currently in budget. 

· Discussed siren by old high school being struck by lightning – needed new part which makes budget short for new siren. Discussed options and possibility of having only 4 sirens in the city. 

· Kohnke will look into current CD’s and possible grants
2) Discussion with possible action on new signage of “Dog’s on Leash” on Dredge bank

· Public Safety recommended having signs installed. 

· Kohnke will talk to county. 

· Discussion on city ordinance – states all dogs must be on leash in city limits.

· Discussion on retention pond.
Citizen Comments: 

· Kohnke updated committee about Well 1 status. Should be updated by end of next week. Working with city Treasurer to go through insurance. Discussed well operations and problems. Discussed future options and grants.
· Discussed 15 W. Montello St building. 
Motion by Schrimpf/Knutson to adjourn carried at 7:20 pm

Minutes by Marie Puterbaugh
