City of Montello

Public Works Meeting

4/9/2025
Called to order by Ken Streich at 6:30 pm
Roll Call: Brian Schrimpf, Ron Knutson, Ken Streich, Bill Faulkner, Dick Dufour

Others Present: Mike Kohnke
Motin by Schrimpf/Knutson to approve comp time & monthly reports Motion carried.
Old Business
1) Discussion with possible action on Hwy/22 Church St. reconstruction project

·  Surveyors will be out in the spring. Plans are mostly complete. Public officials meeting date has not been set yet. 

2) Discussion with possible action on sewer department operations

·  Sewer plant is a priority to time & funding at this time. Disc plant operations & mixer, sludge haul costs going up. Kohnke would like to have the committee meet at the sewer plant before meeting in May for tour & to go over needed maintenance. There are things that need to be fixed before new employee comes in. Kohnke would like to see someone hired right after the first of the year. Discussion on age of plant – built in 1980, needs maintenance and upgrades. Discussion on cost, funding, sludge and hauling, and land application.
·  Cannot put municipal sludge on any field that may possibly be for human consumption. Extra testing & soil sampling for farmer.
3) Discussion on 3rd Municipal Well on South side of city

·  Kohnke talked to the property owner of potential land. Owner would be willing to discuss selling land to city. Waiting for MSA report. Discussed other land possibilities. 

4) Discussion with Possible action on Sidewalk repairs, maintenance, obstructions

·  Discussion on ordinance. Kohnke will have Mayor Houdek send ordinance to lawyer for review for L&O meeting.
5) Discussion with possible action on 175th Anniversary celebration for the city

·  Discussion on what to display. Would like to show how much road & sewer lines that the department takes care of. Discussed different city halls over the years and how things have grown: maps, districts, and equipment. 
New Business:
1) Discussion with possible action on unused land by city Landfill
·  Mayor not in attendance for discussion, will bring back. Discussed selling options and land testing
2) Discussion with possible action on Road condition on Cty Y by Courthouse

·  Discussed previous letter sent to the county highway committee. Streich would like to send a copy to the county board chair. 
3) Discussion with possible action on Road Condition on Hwy downtown

·  Kohnke will draft a letter to WIS DOT maintenance person. 

4) Discussion with possible action on Deer Crossing signs on Forest Lane

·  Discussed deer population in city. Kohnke brought to county highway maintenance meeting: they won’t install signs because it is 25mph zone and hasn’t been enough records of deer being hit in area. City is able to install signs on municipal roads on their own. Discussion on cost of signs and unused poles on Forest lane that can be used. Motion by Streich/Knutson to have public works install signs on each end of Forest Lane. Motion carried.
5) Discussion with possible action on different city plow truck

·  Discussed emissions. Current truck is 13 years old. Discussed options and other trucks. Kohnke will get more information on other truck options & general idea of what city would get for current truck. Discussed equipment & costs. Discussed different roads & snow/ice removal. 
Citizen Comments/Other:  

· Kohnke informed that water tower is currently drained: being cleaned & repaired. Plan to be back up by easter.  

· Kohnke had meeting with new DNR person today about private wells, working to get city compliant. 4 properties yet that must be done. 

· Discussed fire at city park.  

· Recycling driver spilled some debris, Waste Management was contacted. 

· Park getting ready for fish n fun, bathrooms should be open next week or so. 

· Some disc on dam/locks/spillway maintenance. 

Next Regular Meeting: 5/14/2025 will start at sewer plant.
Motion to adjourn by Faulkner/Schrimpf carried at 7:30 pm  

