CITY OF MONTELLO 
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2025 AT 7:00 PM
20 UNDERWOOD AVE. MONTELLO, WI  53949
MINUTES

Call to order at 7:00 PM by K. Streich 

Roll call: Merrill, Dufour, Faulkner, Mugler, Streich, Knutson, D. Schrimpf. B. Schrimpf 
Absent: None. 
Others Present: M. Faltz (Tribune), D. Lloyd, T. Tripp (GEC), P. Walker, T. Stansbury, N. Russo, D. Esselman, J. Weinssel, M. Anderson  

Pledge of allegiance

Motion to approve agenda as presented by Mugler, seconded by Faulkner. No discussion held. Motion carried. 

Motion to approve council meeting minutes from October 6, 2025 by Mugler, seconded by D. Schrimpf. No discussion held. Motion carried.

Accept committee minutes (minutes in packet in order in which they happened): 
· Motion to approve Finance Committee minutes from November 3, 2025 by Mugler, seconded by Faulkner. No discussion held. Motion carried. 
· Motion to approve Special Finance Committee minutes by Faulkner, seconded by Dufour. No discussion held. Motion carried. 
· Motion to approve Public Works Committee minutes by Mugler, seconded by D. Schrimpf. Merrill asked when the Waste Management contract is up, Streich advised we have one year of the three-year contract left. No further discussion. Motion carried. 
· Motion to approve Public Safety Committee minutes by D. Schrimpf, seconded by Faulkner. No discussion held, motion carried. 
· Motion to approve Special Council Meeting minutes by Mugler, seconded by Dufour. No discussion held, motion carried. 
· Motion to approve Personnel Committee minutes by Faulkner, seconded by Mugler. No discussion held, motion carried. 
· Motion to approve Special Finance Committee minutes by Faulkner, seconded by Mugler. No discussion held, motion carried. 
· Motion to approve Personnel Committee minutes by Mugler, seconded by Faulkner. No discussion held, motion carried. 
· Motion to approve License & Ordinance Committee minutes by Dufour, seconded by Merrill. No discussion held, motion carried. 
· Motion to approve Personnel Committee minutes by Mugler, seconded by Faulkner. No discussion held, motion carried. 

Library Minutes acknowledged by council. No discussion held. 
 

Old /Business: 
· At the October Common Council Meeting the Council voted to create a Special Finance Committee to review the circumstance and spending of the City CD Funds. Acting Mayor Streich suggested there be four council members who make up the Special Finance Committee and appointed Dick Dufour as the Chair and Bill Faulkner, Ron Knutson, Marylin Merrill and Dennis Schrimpf as committee members. Motion to approve committee assignments by Dufour, seconded B. Schrimpf, motion carried.  

· Tami Stansbury asked the Common Council to consider using the remaining 175th Donation Funds for the Christmas Parade. Discussion held. Tami presented a budget for the Christmas parade asking for $3,102.57, the remaining donation funds. Motion by Mugler, seconded by B. Faulkner. No further discussion held. Motion carried. 

New Business: 
· D. Esselman was present to give updates pertaining to 44 W. Montello St. (The Quarry) and 24 W. Montello St. (Rivers Edge) since the appeal hearing that was held on June 17, 2025.  Both buildings have state approved plans as of November 3, 2025. 

Discussion held regarding the stage/bandstand at the Quarry, confirmation from T. Tripp the stage is not in compliance and there are not state approved plans or permits for the state as of the meeting. Esselman received a denial letter on 7/23/2025 stating the stage could not be addressed in that specific plan review. Discussion held regarding the exterior/stage/patio of the Quarry and its use over the last 120 days -  Tripp commented he did not permit use of the stage and suggested it should be “taped off” or protected. 

Tripp also advised the occupancy for the Quarry is 49 people, Esselman acknowledged. 

Esselman added state plans were sent on Wednesday, October 29, 2025 and shared those plans with the council. 

Tripp gave a walk through of dates/timelines/emails for both properties over the course of the last couple of years to give the council a better idea of the progress of permitting.

Further discussion held regarding the stage at the Quarry and its lack of compliance with the motion that was made at the June 17, 2025 hearing.  

Discussion held regarding property lines at the Quarry, Tripp said it is in the property owners best interest to verify property lines when building or changing structures. 

Tripp reiterated the Quarry/Esselman is still in violation of starting a structure (the stage/bandstand) at the Quarry without a permit, July 1st would’ve started the citation as $100.00/day. The council gave him 120 days to get permits in place following the June appeal hearing. As of today, Esselman is not in compliance at The Quarry due to the stage structure. 

Motion by B. Schrimpf to assess the fines at the Quarry starting July 1, 2025 at $100.00/day due to noncompliance, fines will continue until permits are in place for the stage structure. No second, motion fails. 

Further discussion held. Dufour re-read the motions from the June 2025 appeal hearing and suggested different options, discussion held. 

Discussion regarding lack of work/progress at Rivers Edge, permitting is in place, no work has begun since permits were secured, Tripp confirmed Rivers Edge complies as of today. Esselman said Rivers Edge will close in January and work will commence.  

Mugler suggested a onetime fine for violation pertaining to the stage at the quarry, discussion held. No motion made. 

Motion by Faulkner to cite Esselman $100.00 per day starting October 17, 2025 (the end of the 120 day period) to when written approval from state building inspector or state approved plans and city permits are secured for the stage at the quarry. Motion seconded by Dufour. Roll call vote:  
Merrill: Yes, Dufour, Yes, Faulkner: Yes, Mugler: Yes, Streich: Yes, Knutson: Yes, D. Schrimpf: No, B. Schrimpf: No, Motion carried 6/0. No further discussion held. 

Citizen Comments
· D. Lloyd asked about the usage of the stage at the Quarry all summer without permits and expressed his dissatisfaction with the lack of enforcement of previous motions made. 

Mayor Comments
· Welcomed Marie Anderson as new City Clerk. 

Motion to adjourn at 8:31 PM by Streich, seconded by Mugler. Motion carried. 

The next meeting of the Common Council will be the 2026 Budget Hearing on Thursday, November 13, 2025 at 6:30 pm, Special Common Council meeting to follow at 7:00 PM.  

Minutes prepared and submitted by L. Machkovich
Common Council Meeting Minutes, Page 2

