City of Montello

Public Works Meeting

12/10/2025
6:30 P.M.

Called to order by Ken Streich at 6:30pm.

Members present: Ron Knutson, Ken Streich, Bill Faulkner, Dick Dufour

Members Absent: Brian Schrimpf

Others Present: Michael Kohnke
Motion by Knutson/Faulkner to approve comp time & monthly reports. Motion carried.
Old Business
1) Discussed new sewer department operations employee starting on January 2nd. 
2) Discussion with possible action on 2026 budget
· Some discussion on final budget and accounts

· Discussed street sweeper and CD funds

3) Discussed January 2024 Hydro Dam inspection. Kohnke met with owner of hydro dam to go over inspection report. Discussed cottonwood tree, and underwater components. Owner agrees that repairs should be done during draw down & that draw down should not occur until all parties are prepared. 
4) Discussed 2027 WisDOT Church Street Project, Kohnke working with MSA to make some cuts to lower costs. Discussed sewer & water mains and laterals. All water has to be replaced. Sewer can be lined, discussed cost savings vs benefits of repairing vs replacing. Topic will be brought to finance committee to look into funding options. Discussed laterals and city responsibilities. Discussed grants: MSA continuously looks for grants for the city. Decision will need to be made by October 2026 for bids to be let out with a project start date of April 2027. Motion by Dufour/Faulkner to have finance committee look into funding options. Motion carried. 
5) Discussed adding school bus stop sign near trailer park, would be between $300 - $500 and 100% city cost. Kohnke will apply for permit from DOT.
6) Discussed Advanced 5 Ton weight limit signs for Park Street, only option would be truck route signs. Discussed cost and timing – if city installs now, will have to re-install after 2027 road project at 100% city cost. Discussed putting flags on current weight limit signs and having PD monitor weight limit roads. Public Works will put flags on current signs & city will have truck route signs installed as part of 2027 road project. 
No new business for discussion. 
Citizen Comments: Discussion on private plows plowing snow across roads, enforcement would have to come from PD. Discussed logging at property by city landfill, new owner would like permission to use city property for decking area, approval from DNR would be needed, ground must be frozen and owner would be responsible for any damage. Discussed funds from sale of land.
Next Regular Meeting: 1/7/2026
Motion to adjourn by Knutson/Faulkner carried at 7:12 pm. 

Minutes by Marie Anderson
