PUBLIC SAFETY MINUTES
Wednesday, January 21, 2026 6:00 PM
Montello Municipal Building, Council Room


Called to order by Schrimpf at 6:00 pm
Members present: Dick Dufour (virtural), Charles Bornhoeft, Venise Mugler, Brian Schrimpf, Jim Sramek
Absent: Danielle Pierce (excused), Kelly Kenitz
Also present: Captain Mike Kowalski, Jon Vote Fire Chief, Debbie Daniels, Dustin Esselman, Bill Faulkner, Ken Streich, Deputy Brittany Beahm, Deputy Nancy Lager

Fire Chief Vote provided report from Joint Fire District. Discussed projects & new engine. Discussed MABAS (mutual aid box alarm system) audit from state in February. Discussed purchasing of air packs, from last year & this year’s budget as well as firemen are helping to pay for some of them. Discussed grants. Discussed 2025 fire inspections. Went over yearly total for 2025. Gave current member roster. 
     
 Old Business:   Captain Kowalski introduced new city deputy Nancy Lager to committee. Deputies Beahm & Lager will be in the city until April 1st, then it will be Deputy Lager. 
  
  New Business
A. Discussed Fish n Fun festival. Debbie Daniels was in attendance as she is taking over for Jim Houdek. Event form & Temporary liquor license was presented. Discussed event and changes: only change so far will be extra band on Sunday from 11-2. Discussed officer coverage and scheduling.
· Motion by Mugler/Bornhoeft to approve Fish – n – Fun event form. Motion carried. 
· Discussed 4th of July parade. Event form sent by email. Discussion on having fire department & public works help out with parade traffic. 
· Motion by Mugler/Bornhoeft to approve 4th of July parade event form. Motion carried. 
B. Discussed laptop for squad. Captain Kowalski gave estimate to repair laptop and estimate to purchase new laptop and discussed options. Discussed warranty and options. Committee would like to purchase new laptop if funds are in budget. Will check with Treasurer to see what is in budget and will bring back next month. Captain Kowalski will look at accidental damage warranty as well.
C. Monthly Reports
· Captain Kowalski brought reports for committee for November and December. Went over calls for service for each month. Went over new format of reports.
D. Municipal Court Update
· No municipal court meeting. Captain Kowalski gave statistics from Nov, December & went over number of 2025 citations and total of $10,789.43 that the city of Montello retained from fines & fees. 
· Discussed Adams joining – should be full in Jan. 
E. No Citizen Comments

Other Business: Captain Kowalski discussed city of Montello PD evidence. Discussed cases that are still being investigated. Sherrif office going through some files. Captain Kowalski asked about old equipment, they will make pile of equipment that does not work. Discussion on options. They will clear and recycle anything that can be recycled. Discussion on document from DOT about unpaid parking tickets. Captain Kowalski will update. Discussed license plate suspension procedures, and old unpaid parking tickets would like direction on how far back to go to try to collect unpaid tickets. Discussion on adding fee for suspension – will have to look at ordinance. 

Motion to adjourn my Mugler/Bornhoeft carried at 6:53 pm

Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 18, 2026, 6:00 PM

Minutes by
Marie Anderson
City Clerk
     

