City of Montello

Public Works Meeting

2/11/2026
Called to order by Ken Streich at 7:00 pm.

Members present: Brian Schrimpf, Ron Knutson, Ken Streich, Bill Faulkner, Dick Dufour

Members Absent: None
Others Present: Michael Kohnke, Scott Hunter, Maureen Krivanek, Karlene Utke
Motion by Knutson/B.Schrimpf to approve comp time & monthly reports. Discussion on enzymes and grease going down drains. Discussion on checking for frozen pipes, many vacant buildings, city is losing water & looking for leaks. Motion carried.
Citizen Comments: Utke asked for background on sewer employee, asked about how many sewer employees in the past years. Rodney’s last day March 2nd. Utke asked about certifications. Discussed certifications and testing and licenses. Utke asked about new hire starting in 2026 due to budget. Utke asked what the plan is for funding, discussed rate increases & budget cuts. Discussed budget and debt. Discussed sewer plant. Discussed grants.
Old Business
1. Discusssed on January 2024 Hydro Dam inspection. Kohnke and owner of hydro dam are working on a draft, will have copy next month for committee and DNR

2. Discussed 2027 WisDOT Church Street Project. Funding numbers are needed by April for DOT on which route city will be taking. DOT reps will be surveying and staking this spring. Will have public meeting late summer. 
3. Discussed school stop sign by Trailer Park. DOT was able to observe and witnessed issue. Will have signs installed between 3rd St & County F. DOT will provide lighted signs, city will only pay for installation. DOT has ordered signs. Knutson asked about sand by Family Dollar– Kohnke sending 3rd letter. No new information. 
New Business:
1) Discussed new driveway permit for W3206 Fern Ave
a.  Land purchased next to landfill, was not able to have city street number as there is another Fern in the city, so a fire number was assigned. Discussed building plans. Driveway permit needs to be approved by PW committee. Discussed city property annex, property will stay in city limits. Motion by Dufour/B. Schrimpf to approve driveway permit. Motion carried. 

2) Discussed Cty Y/ Park street road condition in front of court house. 2 letters have been sent, Streich has spoken with County board chair, road has not been repaired. Discussed condition of road, city had patched before 175th, was told by the county city could not repair the road again. Discussed options. Will talk with current county board representative for that district. Discussed how to get information out to public. 
3) Discussed E. Montello Street road condition. Street is heaving. DOT has been contacted & they stated they are waiting until frost goes down to see if road settles. Discussed frost levels.

Next Regular Meeting: 3/11/2026
Motion to adjourn by B. Schrimpf/Dufour carried at 7:25 pm

Minutes by Marie Anderson
