City of Montello

Public Works Meeting

3/11/2026
6:30 P.M.

Called to order by Ken Streich at 6:30 pm.

Members present: Brian Schrimpf, Ron Knutson, Ken Streich, Bill Faulkner, Dick Dufour

Members Absent: None
Others Present: Michael Kohnke, Karlene Utke
Motion by Dufour/B. Schrimpf to approve comp time/monthly reports. Discussion on possible leaks and leak detection. Motion carried. 
Citizen Comments: Utke wanted to stress feeling of seriousness of situation city is in, asked about debt and would like to see it broken down and would like more done. Asked about sewer certifications. Discussed licensing. Kohnke discussed financial impact on city of employees getting certified as well and discussed public works employees’ duties and testing. Only able to take 2 tests per year and there are currently 8 tests required. Utke also asked about rent on water tower. Discussed water rates. 
Old Business
1) Discussion on 2027 WisDOT Church Street Project. Waiting to find out if city is able to get financing for full sewer project, will know more after city compilation is done. Discussed some manhole elimination which helps cut some total cost. 
2) Discussion with possible action on Cty Y/ Park Street condition in front of courthouse. County patched road. No new updates. 
3) Discussion with possible action on E. Montello Street Road condition. Kohnke spoke with DOT again, still wants to wait until after frost is gone. Will look at in spring.

4) Discussion with possible action on erosion issue on Park St. from Family Dollar storm water. Kohnke has a new owner name and contact information, has been in contact & they have agreed to start working on when they can. They had not been sent information from Family Dollar.  
New Business:
1) Kohnke gave copy of maintenance agreement for water tower with SEH. Discussed payment plan options and history. Will also talk to treasurer. SEH does general maintenance, keeps water tower compliant. Discussed other companies: SEH has always been cheapest because other companies are out state. Paid for out of water dept. Discussed AT&T payments. Antenna rental payments from AT&T generally cover maintenance costs. Discussed budgeting amount and payment options. Will talk to treasurer about options. 
2) Discussion with possible action on Road Projects 2026. Kohnke meeting next week with companies about any current possible road projects, double chip sealing some roads for maintenance rather than blacktop to help maintain yet save on costs. Will look at sealing some other areas if able. Discusses paving carriage road: would be $150k, looking to see if LRIP funding in future will help. Discussed traffic on carriage road. Discussed painting. Discussed money set aside for street maintenance. Wheel tax money had been earmarked for Park St. Preparing project to be shovel ready was paid for with wheel tax money. 
3) Discussion with possible action on operations at 3M recycle center. Construction material has been brought up. Currently 3M does not accept construction material. Kohnke reached out to town of Montello & Mecan, town of Montello does not want to accept, Mecan has not answered. Knutson asked about site for brush. Discussed costs and regulations, city would have to hire an extra employee and have special equipment to maintain site.  
4) Discussed brush pick up. Knutson asked about problems since last heavy snow. Discussed options: burning or hire private company to pick up. 
Next Regular Meeting: 4/8/2026
Motion by B. Schrimpf/Faulkner to adjourn carried at 7:12 pm

Minutes by Marie Anderson, Clerk

